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Please read!  This contains important 
information you need to know!!  

 



Welcome to Camp!  
Thank you for choosing to enroll your child in one of our summer camp programs.  

This manual is to orient you and your child with our camps.   Whether your child is 

coming to Camp Redwing, Ducktails, or Redtail,  this should give you all the 

information that you will need for the camp season.  Our programs will be 

conducted with safety for the campers and staff being our primary concern.  If 

you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact the Camp Director  

at (815) 547 -7935.    

 

Camp Goals 

Ducktails  
The goal of Camp Ducktails is to expose preschool children to the natural world  and 

instill within them a curiosity about nature that  leads to positive experiences and 

lasting respect.  

 
Redwing 
The goal of Camp Redwing is to help young people develop a life -long appreciation 

for the natural world and a desire to conserve its resources.  

 
Redtail  
The goal of Camp Redtail is to model the p rinciples of responsible outdoo r 

recreation to young people by:  

¶ Identifying nearby outdoor recreation opportunities.  

¶ Teaching Leave No TraceÊ practices. 

¶ Stressing the importance of habitat preservation.  

¶ Modeling safe outdoor recreation habits.  

¶ Teaching out door life skills and building self -confidence.  

 

 
 

 

 



Fees 

 

Camp Redwing 
Camp Redwing is a 7-week day camp program for ages 6 to 11 years.   

Each week costs $100 for Boone County residents and $1 20 for non-residents.  

 

Camp Ducktails  
Ducktails is a 7 -week preschool camp with a half -day morning session for 4 and 5 year olds.   

Each week costs  $50 for Boone County resi dents and $60 for non -residents.  

 

Camp Redtail  
Camp Redtail offers two 4 -day camping trips for ages 12 to 15 years.    

Each trip costs $200 for Bo one County residents and $220 for non-residents.  

 

Deposit & Payments   All deposits are non -refundable after June 1 st . 
For each week a camper is registered for  Redwing or Ducktails, a $25 deposit is required.  

Balance due for each  week must be paid prior  to  that week at our  office, not at camp . 

There is a $100 deposit for each Camp Redtail trip.   

 

Camp T- Shirts  
Each camper will receive one free t -shirt the first week attended.   

Past seasonsõ t-shirts can be purchased for $5 while supplies last.  

 

Scholarsh ips 
Scholarships are available to qualifying families.   

Please request a form at the time of registration.  

 

Extended Care  
Available to Camp Redwing for an additional $10 a day. 

 

Forms of Payment  
Cash and checks are accepted for payment.   

Sorry, but we do not  accept credit/debit cards.  

 
 

Photographs  
Parents are asked to sign a photo release. Camp pictures are not available to 

purchase but they will be posted on our Faceb ook page for you to view but you 

must be a fan of our page to do so. Photo s may also be used in future advertising, 

newspaper articles, and camp information. Camp Redtail participants will recei ve a 

complimentary CD with trip  pictures at the end of the summer.  



Extended Care  
V Extended Care hours are from 7:30 a.m. ð 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. ð 5:30 p.m. 

V Cost f or extended care is $10 per day per camper.  

V Payment may be made at the Rec Hall at the end of each week.  

V The cost of extended care is NOT covered by camp scholarships.  

V At the time of registration, please note if you will be using this service .  You 

may also schedule it on an òas neededó basis by calling the office ahead of 

time.  (815) 547 -7935  

V Please make sure that morning care campers eat breakfast at home.  After 

care campers will get lemonade and a snack.  

V There is no PM extended care for Du cktails campers.  

The $10 extended care fee will be applied to any camper who 

arrives before 8:45 a.m. or is not picked up by 3:15 p.m.  

 

 

 

Absences  

If a camper is unable to attend camp for a day, please inform o ur office that 

morning at (815) 547 -7935. No refund is available for days missed. If a camper is 

unable to attend an entire week of camp, please notify the office ASAP. We do 

have a waiting list, and a replacement may be made. Your deposit is non -refundable 

after June 1 st , regardless of whether or no t a replacement is made.  

 

 

 

 

 



Donations  

In an effort to defray the costs of our programs we solicit donations.  Each year 

we receive many gracious donations from local businesses and camp families.  Every 

summer the camp provides popsicles, snacks, and le monade to our campers.  If any 

family would like to make a donation to our summer camp programs, below are a few 

items that we go through on a regular basis.  These items can be brought directly 

to camp or dropped off at the BCCD office.  

   Ļemonade mix (sweetened)   F̧ruit snacks  

   Ģoldfish crackers     P̧opsicles 

   W̧ater bottles     P̧retzels  

   Ţeddy grahams     A̧nimal crackers  

Gift certificates and/or monetary donations can also be given.  Please contact us 

with any questions.  We appreciate any and all contributions to our summer camp 

programs.  Thank you for your support!!  

 

Weather  
The camp director  follows the daily weather forecast and tries to anticipate any 

weather related issues that may occur. The staff is aware that weather situations 

may arise at any time and is constantly monitoring the weather . In the event of 

severe weather campers will be moved to the Administration Center where a storm 

shelter is located if needed.  

Please send your child with appropriate clothing on rainy days or when rain is in the 

forecast. On overly hot and humid days we try to stay in  the shade and limit high 

energy activities. We also remind the campers to keep sipping on their water 

bottles  so that they stay hydrated.  I t is essential for you to send a water bottle  

every day . Please call the office if you have any concerns  regarding our weather 

procedures.  

 

 

 



Camp Redwing Basics  

 Camp Redwing began in the 1970õs in conjunction with the Belvidere YMCA. 

 Camp Redwing is divided into four groups based on age: Nestling s, Fledglings, 

Flyers, and Redwings; with an average of ten  campers per  group.*  

 Each group is staffed with two First -Aid 

certified  counselors.  Every staff member 

undergoes 40 hours of training in child 

development, environmental education, safety 

procedures , and leadership.  Junior counselors 

must be at least 15 years old, and lead 

counselors must be at least 18 years old.  

Background checks and drug screens are 

performed on all staff interacting with children.  

 Camp hours are from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (ext ended care hours are 

available).  Every camper is to be signed in and out by an adult every day .   

Only the people you authorize on the camper registration form will be 

allowed to pick up the camper.  NO EXCEPTIONS!  If you choose to add or 

remove an indivi dual from the pickup list, please notify our office before the 

end of the day.  If an individual who is not on the list comes to pick up the 

camper, the child will not be released.  

 Camp is based out of the Rec Hall in Spencer 

Conservation Area.  Area clos ed signs are 

posted for the general public during camp 

hours.  Parking is marked at the Rec Hall for 

pick up and drop off.  Please follow the traffic 

signs and obey the speed limit. J 

 Camp staff is in radio contact at all times.  

Emergency personnel can be contacted 

immediately if necessary.  

 

*Please note that being in a certain group one year does not necessarily constitute 
being moved up the next year.  The breakdown of numbers fluctuates from year to 
year.  Group size limits must be maintained for safety  reasons.  We thank you for 
your understanding.  

 

 



Clothing & Activities  

Non-brightly colored clothing and unscented bath products will help reduce insect 

bites and stings.  Because of the nature of our camp and the possibility of ticks ,* 

we recommend campers wear long pants, tennis shoes and socks.  No flip flops ! 

Shorts and sandals are acceptable on Wednesdays, or on days when                    

the weather is too hot and/or humid for long pants.  

Sunglasses, hats, bug spray and sunscreen are all recommend ed. 

Please mark all items clearly with your childõs name. 

Day      Activity  

Monday      Fishing or Lab and Craft  

Tuesday     Fishing or Lab and Craft  

Wednesday Prairie Planting & Swimming at YMCA   

 Swimsuit and towel, ear plugs/goggles  

 

Thursday      All Camp Activity & Family Night  

Friday       Field Trip *CAMP SHIRT DAY*  

It is very important that your child bring a water bottle each day.  

* There is a possibility that your child will  get a tick.  Ticks like warm areas on our 
bodies and are generally found on  the scalp.  However, this is not the only place 
they can be found.  A simple check every night will help to keep your child safe.  

 

 

Fishing  

Fishing takes place at Spencer Conservation Area in one 

of our ponds.  The campers are required to wear life 

jacke ts at all times while near the water.  A fishing 

instructor and all equipment (poles, bait, etc.) are 

provided by the DNR.  

 

 

 



Camp Redwing Lunch 

 

Please pack a nutritious lunch with your child every day.  

Lemonade will be provided for all meals except Fri day 

(field trip).  Do not send carbonated beverages, as they 

can be dehydrating.  Remind your camper to eat a good 

breakfast so he or she has plenty of energy for fun!   

 

Please help your child pack lunch in reusable containers  

that can be rinsed out and us ed the entire week.  All campers are encouraged to 

participate in our òNo Waste Challenge.ó  The total amount of trash collected 

during lunch each day is  charted. Our goal for the summer is to reduce the amount 

of trash collected each week.  We appreciate your help.   

 

Redwing Swimming 
 

Every Wednesday Camp Redwing campers go swimming at the YMCA after lunch.  

Campers are shuttled to and from the YMCA by bus.  Campers leave Spencer 

Conservation Area at 12:30 p.m. and return at 2:30 p.m., approximately.  Be s ure to 

accurately note your childõs swimming ability on the registration form and notify 

the camp staff  of any restrictions or limitations (i.e. shallow end only).   

 

Any camper wishing to swim in the deep end of the pool must pass a swimming 

ability test conducted by the lifeguards at the YMCA.  Color coded wrist bands will 

help us to identify your childõs swimming abilities. 

 

Please make sure to  pack a suit and towel with your child.  If a camper forgets 

his/her swimming gear, every attempt will be made t o contact you.  Goggles, 

earplugs and nose plugs are allowed, however, face masks that cover the face and 

nose are prohibited by the YMCA.  Water wings and floaties are also prohibited .  

Your child will be provided with foam flotation devices if requested.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


