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 Some people tend to travel far to seek out the 

feeling of being at home.  Several have a tendency to trek 

out West to seek out the feeling of ògetting back in touch 

with nature.ó  I am fortunate to have one of those places 

close by.  This natural area is called Piscasaw Fen Con-

servation Area.  Piscasaw Fen looks and feels like home 

because it is home.  If you walked around this 177 acre 

area, you can associate the natural features of this site 

with some of the òcreature comfortsó and other familiars 

found at home. 

 While visiting the namesake of the site, the fen, a 

unique organic-accumulating wetland, it feels like youõre 

standing on a water bed ð you can actually feel that bounce-like squish beneath your feet. 

 This wetland area also serves as a stopover respite for migrating birds, providing a kitchen serving ample 

food and a nursery for young hatchlings.  And for those ground nesters that would rather sleep on the floor, bobo-

links and turkey can also be spotted around the Fen. 

 And what wouldnõt be just like home without the occasional uninvited guests?  Garlic mustard has invited its 

pushy self in and has invaded Piscasaw Fenõs space.  Multiflora rose, in her own prickly way, has also unpacked and 

overstayed her thorny welcome. 

 To help remedy those that have overstayed their welcome, you can find the goats, the designated clean-up 

crew, happily chomping away. 

 Even during the deep freeze of winter months, the fen is never hidden nor disappears under a blanket of 

snow and ice.  The temperature at the fen is constant and just inviting enough to entice some to stick around.  

Skunk cabbage and leopard frogs, the springtime regulars, can be seen in January and February. 

 What some people would consider as seasonal occurrences is kept as year-round traditions at the fen.  

These traditions are what keep that familiarity alive to my frequent visits.  Feeling comfortable in your own natural 

surroundings makes you feel at home.  And itõs those feelings of familiarity, tradition, and being comfortable that 

make me feel right at home: in the fen.  

Saying Good-byeé. Saying Hello 
 

The BCCD would like to thank outgoing Board President John 

Todt for his 5 years of dedicated service to the District. Along 

with his board duties, John has lead owl, bird and wildflower 

hikes for the District. John recently become a new member of 

the BCCD Safety Patrol. Thanks, John. 

 

The BCCD would  also like to welcome Jan Soltys as the newest 

member of the BCCDõs Board of Trustees. Welcome aboard, 

Jan. 

Jan Soltys and John Todt 

Canada Anemone (Anemone Canadensis) 



The Mission of the Boone County 

Conservation District is to preserve 

and manage natural areas and open 

spaces for ecological, educational, 

and recreational benefits of present 

and future generations. 
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Valerie Coduto- 
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     Restoration Technician 

Mike Quigley- 
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Riffles & Eddies is a free newslet-

ter published quarterly. If you 

know someone who would like to 

receive this publication, or has an 

address correction, please call 

our office  at (815) 547-7935 

 

 

The Boone County Conservation 

District does not discriminate on 

the basis of race,  color, sex, na-

tional origin, age or handicap in 

admission or treatment, or em-

ployment in programs or activi-

ties.  In compliance with the Illi-

nois Human Rights  Act, section 

504 of the Rehabilitation  Act of 

1973 as amended, and the U.S. 

Constitution.  The Equal Employ-

ment Opportunity Officer is re-

sponsible for compliance and  

may be reached at (217)423-

7708.  

 

The District wants everyone to discover the benefits of recreation. For families considering any of our 

programs who have special considerations, such as diabetes, asthma or physical or cognitive disabili-

ties, your participation is welcome too. The earlier you contact us so we can talk with you about how 

to make your experience safe and fun, the more likely it will be safe and fun! 

BCCD Safety Patrol 

Jim 

Front Row : Kate, Pam and Norma 

Back Row: Shawn, Bill, Michael, Bob, Leon, 

Donna and Greg 

Sabrina and Rocky 

This is a brand new volunteer program 

at the District, and the people pictured 

above are the very first group to be-

come safety watch volunteers. This 

group patrols Spencer Conservation 

area, the Festival grounds and Ham-

mertime Unleashed Dog Park. If you 

meet them in the park, stop and say hi! 

They can help you if you canõt find your 

way, or if you have a general question 

concerning the area or the District.  We 

are making plans to put together a 

safety watch group for the Long Prairie 

Trail, so if you are interested in being a 

part of that group or have any ques-

tions, call Bev at 815-547-7935. We 

will do the training when we have 

enough interested volunteers.  

The ice cream and pie social fund-

raiser for the Dawson River Road 

School House was a success. We 

would like to thank everyone who 

helped, from the donations of wa-

ter, ice cream, and pies, to serving 

up the delicious desserts. We are 

making plans for the 2nd annual ice 

cream and pie social and will keep 

everyone updated. 

Ice Cream  

Social 


