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Boone County Conservation District Meeting

June 16, 2010

Minutes

I. Roll Call and Call to Order

The regular meeting of the Boone County Conservation District Board of Trustees was called to order by 
President Barb Wych at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 16, 2010, at 603 N. Appleton Rd., Belvidere, IL.

Roll call was taken and the following board members were present: Barb Wych, George Thomas, Dave Sliktas, 
Karl Winkler, and John Todt.  Also present were Attorney Deb Loos, Mick Johnston, Cathie Johnson, Josh Sage, 
Tim Craig and Val Coduto.

II. Minutes of the May 19, 2010 Meeting

Upon motion by John Todt, seconded by Karl Winkler that the minutes of the May 19, 2010 meeting be approved 
as distributed.

Poll votes were: George Thomas – aye Dave Sliktas - aye
John Todt – aye Barb Wych – aye
Karl Winkler - aye

III. Financial Reports

May 2010 Financial Reports

Upon motion by Karl Winkler, seconded by Dave Sliktas, that the financial reports for the month of May be 
approved with the corrected of a typing error in the Schoolhouse Account report.

Poll votes were: George Thomas – aye Dave Sliktas - aye
John Todt – aye Barb Wych – aye
Karl Winkler – aye

IV. Public Input

There was no public input at this meeting.

V. Reports

Reports were submitted for review with the board packets and are attached to the minutes.

VI. District Affairs  

OSLAD Grant Proposal

Director Kane reported that after talking with IDNR Grant Administrator Mick Rosendahl, he has decided to 
postpone submitting the OSLAD grant application due to the fact that it appears the application would not score 
very well at this time.

Winding Creek Subdivision HOA

Nothing new to report at this time.



Mary Jo and Milt Brown Trail Side Park

Mrs. Brown, who is an architect, has requested a meeting with Josh Sage, the District’s Restoration Projects 
Manager to help decide which plants, trees, etc, if any, need to be included in the park development plans.

Prevailing Wage Ordinance No. 109

Upon motion by Karl Winkler, seconded by John Todt, that Prevailing Wage Ordinance No. 109 be adopted and 
signed.

Poll votes were: George Thomas – aye Dave Sliktas - aye
John Todt – aye Barb Wych – aye
Karl Winkler – aye

Proposal from Jack Wolf

Director Kane reported that Mr. Wolf is interested in purchasing another statute and installing it on some property 
he owns and then donating it to the District.

The board requested more information on the project before a decision is made.

Contract for SSRP Project in Distillery

Upon motion by Dave Sliktas, seconded by Karl Winkler that the contract with Ayre Excavating be in the amount 
of $19,800 for work in the SSRP project in Distillery be accepted.

Poll votes were: George Thomas – aye Dave Sliktas - aye
John Todt – aye Barb Wych – aye
Karl Winkler – aye

Attorney’s Contract

Upon motion by Karl Winkler, seconded by George Thomas, that the proposal from Attorney Loos to keep her rate 
the same as the previous year be accepted.

Poll votes were: George Thomas – aye Dave Sliktas - aye
John Todt – aye Barb Wych – aye
Karl Winkler – aye

VI. Accounts Payable

Upon motion by Karl Winkler, and seconded by Dave Sliktas, that the bills as of the June 16, 2010 be approved 
and the treasurer directed to make payment.

Poll votes were: George Thomas – aye Dave Sliktas - aye
John Todt – aye Barb Wych – aye
Karl Winkler - aye

VII. Adjournment

Upon motion by George Thomas, seconded by John Todt, that at the hour of 5:55 p.m. the meeting be 
adjourned.

Poll votes were: George Thomas – aye Dave Sliktas - aye
John Todt – aye Barb Wych – aye
Karl Winkler - aye

__________________________________
President

_______________________________________
            Secretary



BOONE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT

FINANCIAL REPORT

MONTH ENDING May 31, 2010

                                       Crow’s
Illinois                          Reservation    Foot

Checking Payroll Fund Total              Account         Account

Beginning
     Balance     7,037.01 50,401.41 883,384.87 940,823.29 5,790.45 1,333,566.01
 
Revenues 7,176.80 10,140.41 17,317.21 615.00 170.76

Expenditures 39,501.18 46,265.91 85,767.09 480.00

Transfer In 80,000.00 44,598.59 124,598.59

Transfer Out 44,598.59 80,000.00 124,598.59
 

Ending
     Balance 10,114.04 48,734.09 813,525.28 872,373.41 5,925.45 1,333,736.77









Boone County Conservation District
Restricted Funds Activity

For the Month of May 2010

Balance 290,884.40

Receipts:
Camp Donations 1,805.00
Donation 100.00
Insurance check 47,358.00

               (Rec Hall fire)
         

Total Receipts 49,263.00

Expenses To:

Greg Sharp 1,800.00
    (rec hall electric)
Watson Eleven 24,935.00
    (rec  hall)
Watson Eleven 4,694.00
   (final payment rec hall

                            Windows)
Shopko 112.42

               (replacement items lost in
                     Rec hall fire)

Cardmember Service 209.14
      Green Ball (188.78)
      Rec Hall (20.36)
Pam Stock 48.16

                   Green Ball
Randees Music 150.00

                   Green Ball
Boone County Journal 160.00

                    Green Ball
BDR 213.00

                    Green Ball
Boone County Shopper                  169.20

                     Green Ball

                    
Total Disbursements  32,490.92

Cash, end of month 307,656.48



Boone County Conservation District
Engelsen Memorial Account Activity

For the Month of May 2010

Balance 3,059.06

Receipts From:

Interest .77

          
          
Total Receipts .77

Expenses To:

 
        

Cash, end of month 3,059.83



Boone County Conservation District
Schoolhouse Fund Activity

For the Month of May 2010

Balance 24,028.14

Receipts From:

Donations 700.00

Total Receipts 700.00

Expenses To:

 
        
Total Disbursements

Cash, end of month 24,728.14



Monthly Report
June, 2010

Dan Kane, Director

Previous Issues & Activities:
Grant Updates: 

Illinois Department of Agriculture Streambank Stabilization and Restoration grant program:  The project 
has been delayed by precipitation that has elevated the flow in the river.  We will attempt to have the contractor 
complete the work as soon as conditions permit.  The second SSRP project application has been submitted to the 
Illinois Department of Agriculture.   We were notified that the state would not cover costs exceeding $35 per linear 
foot of protected streambank.  Unfortunately, the engineering design for our project includes features that raise 
the estimated cost to nearly $80 per linear foot.  The SSRP grant, if awarded, will not exceed $20,000.  Total 
project costs are estimated at $71,000.  Other financial support for this project includes a $3,000 grant from the 
Small Mouth Bass Alliance and a $10,000 grant from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.  We have contacted the 
Coon Creek Casters to see if they would be willing to pledge funds toward this project and will contact other 
service organizations to seek support as well.  
State Wildlife Grant application: We have  not  received  notification  about  the  status  of  the  2010 
funding request.

Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation: A  letter  of  inquiry  is  being  prepared  for  the Openlands project.   The inquiry will  detail  our proposal  seeking matching funds to the Grand Victoria Foundation Vital  Lands grant award.    This  inquiry will  request  only a portion of  the needed funds as the grant program has an established limit that cannot be exceeded.  As a result, the proposal will divide the project into phases and this letter of inquiry will seek funds for the first phase of the project.
OSLAD Grant Application: An application seeking OSLAD funds may also be prepared.  The deadline for 
the completed application is July 1st.  Board action is needed to approve the application.  (This issue will be on the agenda 
for discussion/action)

Easement/License Agreement Request(s):   There has been no activity to report.

Update on the Spencer Pavilion:   There has been no work performed since the last board meeting.
Holland Site:  Representatives from the Boone County Animal Control met with Director Kane to explore the possibility of 
co-locating the animal control operations at the Holland Site.  We jointly toured the facilities and discussed the needs and 
basic functions of animal control services.   Our initial discussions seemed positive with everyone agreeing that this was 
worth exploring in greater detail.   
Proposed Land Donations:
 There are no new proposals to report on. 
Alternative Energy Committee: The committee did not meet this month.  
Dawson’s River Road School: The Green Ball raised approximately $8,500 and those funds have been placed in the 
Dawson’s River Road School project account.  We may receive two additional donations toward this project, but are 
waiting for notification.  
OpenLands Project: Openlands has acquired the Van Dyke property and has placed the home on the market. 
A meeting with Emy Brawley is scheduled for June 9th to discuss prioritization of other sites, grant applications, and other 
related business.
Willow Creek Corridor: There is no new information to report on this month.    
Greenways Plan Update: The process to select a project consultant is underway.  The group will meet next on 
June 10th to review the proposals.
Intersection of Highway 173 and Highway 76: I have been directed to contact Dave Mottet, General Manager for 
Conserv FS in Woodstock to discuss the intersection proposal.   I am in the process of preparing a letter to Mr. Mottet to 
explain IDOT’s proposal.  
Upgrade Peach Tree Financial Program: Mr. Tures is working this week to install the software upgrade, up load 
district data, and begin training district staff.
Prairie Meadows Estates: There is no update on this project.



Winding Creek Subdivision – Home Owners Association (HOA) Agreement:  A review of records indicates that there 
is no public access provision, only a private access provision, to the BCCD property associated with this development. 
The HOA of Winding Creek Subdivision is not likely to change that status.  Any agreement to permit a path system or 
other use of this BCCD site would be for the exclusive benefit of the subdivision residents and their guests.  Additional 
discussion of this issue is needed to determine how staff should proceed with the HOA request.  (This issue will be on the 
agenda for discussion/action)
Accessibility Assessment: Mr. McGovern met with District staff and has prepared the first technical letter and a 
guidance document.  These documents are being reviewed and may be utilized right away for this summer’s camp 
programs.  Mike Quiggly and Mick Johnston were also invited to join Mr. McGovern’s staff as they conducted several site 
inspections at other park district facilities.  Our team of staff working on the ADA Assessment update will meet soon to 
establish an outline for assessing our sites and facilities. 

New Issues & Activities:
Mary Jo and Milt Brown Trail Side Park: Director Kane met with Mary Jo and Milt Brown to discuss their 
interest in creating a trail side park adjacent to the Long Prairie Trail near its’ intersection with Caledonia Road.  They are 
interested in providing a picnic shelter, restrooms, water well, parking area and accessible connection to the Long Prairie 
Trail.  They are in the process of designing the layout and will be consulting BCCD staff to ensure that their project does 
not impact any cultural or natural resources located at the site.  (This issue will be on the agenda for discussion/action)
Encroachment Issues:  A complaint was received notifying the district that neighboring property owners have been 
encroaching and/or conducting illegal actions on BCCD property.  Letters have been sent to neighboring landowners to 
notify them of these encroachments or illegal activities.   Depending on the individual circumstance, additional follow-up 
may be needed to determine corrective action.
Prevailing Wage Ordinance: Each year the BCCD must adopt a new prevailing wage ordinance to reflect any changes 
that may have occurred.  A copy of the new ordinance is included in the board packet. (This issue will be on the agenda 
for discussion/action)
Proposal from Jack Wolf: Mr. Jack Wolf has contacted Director Kane to explore the possibility of his donating a 
small tract of property and a new statue.  Mr. Wolf is putting a packet of information together and that should be available 
to review at the Board meeting. If the Board is interested in the project, the Parks and Conservation Foundation should be 
contacted to see if the property could be banked with that organization. (This issue will be on the agenda for 
discussion/action)
Remember to check the BCCD Website for new programs and activities!  The web address is: 
www.boonecountyconservationdistrict.org. 

Please feel free to call me in advance of the meeting if you have questions about anything in this report, the 
accompanying documents, or about a district related issue.  Thank you!

http://www.boonecountyconservationdistrict.org/


Monthly Reports for June 2010
Director of Operations Mick Johnston

Recreation Hall Fire   At time of this writing the Rec. Hall is well underway. In my opinion it should be done 
by the first day of camp. The building is starting to look nice. The new windows are done and most of the 
framing is complete. It’s possible that everything except the final cleaning will be done by the end of this week. 
The new doors and the final cleaning should be done by next 16th or the 17th.

Beaver Bluffs Hammertime Unleashed The grand opening for the dog area at Beaver Bluffs was a success. 
There were forty to sixty people on hand for the ceremony. It was a pleasant day. There were as many as 200 
new dogs at the site throughout the day. They were spread out throughout the day. There was a nice story 
(complete with pictures) in the BDR, May twenty eighth. There are now approximately 350 tags sold.

    

ADA audit training On May 26th Mike Quigley and I went to Geneva IL. To do training on “how to do an 
ADA audit” the Recreation accessibility consultants approach. It will be helpful when we start our audits.

Important dates this Month  

Summer camps begin this month. Thursdays evenings are parent night programs. 

June 9th-11th the cub scouts will be using Spencers festival grounds for their annual cub scout day camp.

June 12 The Coon Creek Casters and Belvidere Lions club will be hosting their annual Hooked on Fishing 
Clinic.

June 19th A Day in the Life of a pioneer Wife located at the Gustafson Center.

June 26th Run Fur Fun sponsored by Disaster Animal Response Team (DART) will be hosting a run and fair in 
the festival area from 9 to 3! 

So there is a lot happening at Spencer this month.

Maintenance

1. Cut and trim grass at all sites.

2. Hauled metal scrap to silvers.

3. Put memorial bench together and put at Beaver Bluffs.



4. Put alternator belt on Bobcat.

5. Put new fuel filter on ex-mark.

6. Tried unsuccessfully to repair broken hitch on F550.

7. Took F550 to Fair Fabricating to repair.

8. Picked up angle iron from Fair to repair boardwalk at Tuttle.

9. Repaired boardwalk at Tuttle.

10. Hauled stone to finish parking area at Dog area before grand opening.

11. Players golf delivered used camp golf cart.

12. Picked up new vacuum for Kishwaukee Bend.

13. Cut trees on river trail at Spencer.

14. Pruned trails around bike trail at Spencer with Ford Tractor.

15. Went to Batavia, Il. For ADA audit training.

16. Cut up downed limbs at Spencer, LPT,

17. Attended risk management meeting.

18. Took benches out at Big Thunder.

19. Repaired pot hole on LPT.

20. Took tires to Daniels for repair.

21. Cleaned out garbage from bathroom remodel at Kishwaukee Bend garage.

22. Started reworking bridge #15 near Capron on the LPT. Moving the North guard rail out to be able to get 
tractor across to cut on the trail. Picked up rental barricades, to block off the open side while work is 
being accomplished.

23. Cleaned Kishwaukee Bend.

24. Hauled picnic tables for Cub Scouts, and Hooked on Fishing.



Board Report for June 2010 - Education Department

 The 2nd and 3rd grade spring programs are finished for the year. There were 24 school classes who 
attended the program. A total of 507 children and 109adults participated in the program this year.  We 
had 16  3rd grade classes and 8  2nd grade classes. MP 17e

 On May 12th, 13th, and 14th a total of 4 groups from the St. Marks preschool visited the Nature center. Val 
prepared a program for them. There were a total of 58 students and 29 adults who attended. MP 17e

 On May 15th John Todt led a 6:30 am bird hike, there were 10 participants. On May 11th a bird hike was 
planned, but was canceled due to cold rainy conditions. MP 17e 

 Tina went to the 4 Rivers Executive planning meeting and to the general meeting in May. MP20c

 Val qualified 62 hunters for the fall archery program. MP17e

 There are 250 children signed up for the annual Hooked on Fishing Clinic, June 12th. MP20c

 Tina has been working on the summer camp programs. Camp Redwing is starting to fill up. Camp staff 
will be training this week.MP19a

 The Cub Scouts will be holding their summer day camp on the Festival Grounds, on June 9,10,11,14,15, 
and 16th.MP 20c

 Pat, Pam and several garden volunteers are waiting for the gardens to dry out, so they can plant them.

On June 19th Pat and Pam will have a program called “The Day in the Life of a Pioneer Wife. MP16b

New interpretive signs were placed in the rain garden.  MP16d1



Monthly Report
By: Joshua Sage

Natural Resource Management Dept.
June 2010

 I. Kinnikinnick Nature Preserve buffer restoration project
• Weeds will be controlled all growing season making for a high quality seed bed.
• The project site will be seeded this fall.

II. Seed Cleaning
• This on going project has started up and will continue throughout the year.

III. SSRP erosion control project at Distillery Conservation Area.
• Work on the first SSRP grant for the installation of three stream barbs should be completed soon. 
• Staff will be meeting with the engineer and contractor very soon.
• We are waiting on funding from a second SSRP request.

IV. One returning and three new NRM interns are on staff for the summer. Our fierce crew will make strides in 
cleaning up our restorations and remnants of invasives.

• Lindsay Latino, a recent graduate of Rockford College
• Courtney Schultz, a student at Columbia College in Missouri
• Kateri Tonyan, a student at Eastern Illinois University
• Nathan Abel, a student at Humboldt State in California.

V. Habitat Restoration Program Project – Distillery Conservation Area
• This first year restoration will undergo intensive weed control. 

VI. Goat Herd
• The goats are at Piscasaw Fen and are eating weeds as you read this report.
• The goats were put out at the end of May and will stay on pasture until October.
• The BCCD is working on a leasing opportunity with Cindi Robinson ‘R Family Farm’. We will 

purchase a number of goats for a very inexpensive cost and then in the fall she will take them 
back to kid. This way we get more weed eaters and less maintenance on the livestock.

VII. This time of year the majority of NRM’s time is spent on weed removal. Weeds that are being controlled this time 
of year are as follows:

• Yellow Sweet Clover
• Canada Thistle
• Wild Parsnip
• Vetch
• Goats Beard
• Multiflora Rose

VIII. Weed control is in high gear. All restorations and remnants are being swept for weeds. They are being removed 
by hand, mechanically, and with chemical when needed.

IX. Big Thunder Statue
• Working closely with the U of I extension Master Gardeners on site preparation and plant 

identification at this site.



X. Greenhouse
• Transplanting native plants to expand on our recently developed native seed nursery.
• This year Purple Milkweed and Northern Dropseed will be planted in the nursery.

XI. Blandings turtles
• Aarron has been trapping and marking Blandings turtles at Piscasaw Fen Conservation Area.
• Three turtles have been trapped this year, two males, and one female.
• All three of these turtles are outfitted with transmitters and are being tracked.
• The Blandings turtle is a state endangered species and is a good indicator species of a high quality 

waterway.
• The picture below shows a turtle marked with a transmitter along with the receiver and antenna 

used to track the turtles.



By: Bev. Kalas Volunteer/Events Coordinator

Autumn Pioneer Festival:
. Working on volunteer letters and registration forms.
. Addressing envelopes for volunteers 1st mailing packet.
. Getting exhibitors 2nd packet together, to be mailed.

Autumn Pioneer Festival Steering Committee:
. Ongoing
.Organizing monthly meetings with committee members.

Dawson River Road School:
. Ongoing

Harvest Festival:
. Ongoing 
. Attending monthly meetings

Misc.
. Attended a class at Rockford College
. New volunteer started working at the front desk at the Nature Center couple days a week.
. Covered the office when Cathie was gone.
. Attended a monthly business meeting to network with other groups of people.
. Working with Tim on getting other volunteer opportunities going.



Ordinance No. 108

WHEREAS, the State of Illinois has enacted “An Act regulating wages of laborers, mechanics and other 
workers employed in any public works by the State, county, city or any public body or any political subdivision 
or by any one under contract for public works,” approved June 26, 1941, as amended, (Ill. Rev. Stat. 1987, Ch. 
48, par. 39s-1 et seq. as amended by Public Acts 86-799 and 86-693) and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid Act requires that the Boone County Conservation District of the Boone 
County investigate and ascertain the prevailing rate of wages as defined in said Act for laborers, mechanics and 
other workers in the locality of said Boone County employed in performing construction of public works, for 
said Boone County Conservation District.

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE BOONE 
COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT:

SECTION 1: To the extent and as required by “An Act regulating wages of laborers, mechanics and 
other workers employed in any public works by State, county, city or any public body or any political 
subdivision or by any one under contract for public works,” approved June 26, 1941, as emended, the general 
prevailing rate of wages in this locality for laborers, mechanics and other workers engaged in construction of 
public works coming under the jurisdiction of the Boone County Conservation District is hereby ascertained to 
be the same as the prevailing rate of wages for construction work in Boone County area as determined by the 
Department of Labor of the State of Illinois as of June of the current year a copy of that determination being 
attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference as required by said Act, any and all revisions of the 
prevailing rate of wages by the Department of Labor of the State of Illinois shall supercede the Department’s 
June determination and apply to any and all public works construction undertaken by the Boone County 
Conservation District. The definition of any terms appearing in this ordinance which are also used in aforesaid 
Act shall be the same as in said Act.

SECTION 2: Nothing herein contained shall be construed to apply said general prevailing rate of 
wages as herein ascertained to any work or employment except public works construction of the Boone County 
Conservation District to the extent required by the aforesaid Act.

SECTION 3: The Boone County Conservation District Clerk shall publicly post or keep available for 
inspection by any interested party in the main office of the Boone County Conservation District this 
determination or any revisions of such prevailing rate of wage. A copy of this determination or of the current 
revised determination of prevailing rate of wages then in effect shall be attached to all contract specifications

SECTION 4: The Boone County Conservation District Clerk shall mail a copy of this determination to 
any employer, and to any association of employers and to any person or association of employees who have 
filed their names and addresses, requesting copies of any determination stating the particular rates and the 
particular class of workers whose wages will be affected by such rates.

SECTION 5: The Boone County Conservation District Clerk shall promptly file a certified copy of this 
Ordinance with both the Secretary of State Index Division and the Department of Labor of the State of Illinois.



Ordinance No. 108
Page 2

SECTION 6: The Boone County Conservation District Clerk shall cause to be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation within the area a copy of this Ordinance, and such publication shall constitute 
notice that the determination is effective and that this is the determination of this public body.

PASSED this 16th day of June, 2010.

APPROVED:

____________________________________________
President – Board of Trustees

ATTEST:

____________________________________________
Secretary – Board of Trustees



STATE OF ILLINOIS )
COUNTY OF BOONE ) s.s.

CERTIFICATE

I, John Todt, do herby certify that I am the Secretary of the Boone County Conservation District: that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of any Ordinance duly passed by the Board of Trustees of the BOONE 
COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT, Belvidere, Illinois, ASCERTAINING THE PREVAILING RATE 
OF WAGES FOR LABORERS, WORKMEN AND MECHANICS EMPLOYED ON PUBLIC WORKS OF 
SAID DISTRCT. At a regular meeting held on the 16th Day of June, 2010, the ordinance being a part of the 
official records of said Conservation District.

DATED: This 16th day of June, 2010

_________________________________________
JOHN TODT   SECRETARY

BOONE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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