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Boone County Conservation District Meeting

January 20, 2010

Minutes

I. Roll Call and Call to Order

The regular meeting of the Boone County Conservation District Board of Trustees was called to 
order by President Barb Wych at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 20, 2010, at 603 N. Appleton 
Rd., Belvidere, IL.

Roll call was taken and the following board members were present: Barb Wych, George Thomas, 
Karl Winkler, Dave Sliktas, and John Todt.  Also present were Dan Kane, Attorney Deb Loos, 
Mick Johnston, Val Coduto, Josh Sage, Tim Craig, Chris Phelps, and Jon Lamrouex, from the 
Belvidere Daily Republican.

II. Amending the Agenda

Upon motion by George Thomas, seconded by Dave Sliktas, that bid acceptance for brush 
clearing be placed as the first item under District Affairs.

Poll votes were: George Thomas – aye Karl Winkler – aye

John Todt – aye Barb Wych - aye
Dave Sliktas – aye

III. Minutes of the December 16,  2009 Meeting

Upon motion by Karl Winkler, seconded by John Todt that the minutes of the December 20, 2009 
meeting be approved as distributed.

Poll votes were: George Thomas – aye Karl Winkler – aye

John Todt – aye Barb Wych - aye
Dave Sliktas – aye

IV. Financial Reports

Month Ending December 31, 2009 and Restricted Use Accounts for December 2009

Board member Barb Wych pointed out a typographical error on the first page of the financial 
report.

Upon motion by Karl Winkler, seconded by Dave Sliktas, that the financial report for the month 
ending November 30, 2009 and the restricted use accounts for November 2009 be approved as 
distributed and corrected.



Poll votes were: George Thomas – aye Karl Winkler – aye

John Todt – aye Barb Wych - aye
Dave Sliktas - aye

V. Reports

Reports were included in the board's packet. (See attached copies.)

VI. District Affairs  

Brush Cleaning Bid Approval

Upon motion by Karl Winkler, seconded by Dave Slitkas, that the  District accept the bid for brush 
clearing from Central Forestree LLC in the amount of $94.00/hour.

Poll votes were: George Thomas – aye Karl Winkler – aye

John Todt – aye Barb Wych - aye
Dave Sliktas – aye

Il. Dept. of Ag Stream Bank Stabilization and Restoration Grant Program

Director Kane reported that due to the IDNR required that a mussel count be done the 
Kishwaukee River; this project will have to be postponed until after the count but there will be no 
penalty for the delay.

State Wildlife Grant

The board was just updated on the progress of this grant.

Open Lands Project – Establish Conservation Agreement Review Committee

Director Kane explained that since the District will be entering into a conservation easement with 
Openlands that the board might want to appoint a committee to review the easement document.

Attorney Loos reported that she had reviewed the document and had some changes she would 
like to see incorporated before the document was brought before the board.

Upon motion by John Todt, seconded by George Thomas that the president appoint a review 
committee.

Further discussion ensued. The board decided to allow Attorney Loos to use her discretion in 
negotiating an easement between Openlands and the District.

Above motion was withdrawn.

Upon motion by John Todt, seconded by George Thomas that Director Kane and Attorney Loos 
use their discretion to work with Openlands in obtaining the conservation easement agreement.



Poll votes were: George Thomas – aye Karl Winkler – aye

John Todt – aye Barb Wych - aye
Dave Sliktas – aye

Peachtree Upgrade

Director Kane reported that he has instructed our auditor to get in touch with Mr. Tures in order to 
help him set up the program so that it will be of the most help to the auditors. We are waiting for 
Mr. Tures to get in touch with us when he is ready to set up the new programs.

Rec Hall Fire

Work is still being completed in getting the required estimates for the insurance company.

VII. Accounts Payable

Upon motion by John Todt, and seconded by George Thomas, that the bills as of the January 20, 
2010 be approved and the treasurer directed to make payment.

Poll votes were: George Thomas – aye Karl Winkler – aye

John Todt – aye Barb Wych – aye
Dave Sliktas – aye

VIII. Adjournment

Upon motion by George Thomas, seconded by Karl Winkler, that at the hour of 5:45 p.m. the 
meeting be adjourned.

Poll votes were: George Thomas – aye Karl Winkler – aye

John Todt – aye Barb Wych – aye
Dave Sliktas - aye

__________________________________
President

_______________________________________
Secretary



BOONE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT

FINANCIAL REPORT

MONTH ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2009

                                                                 Crow’s
Illinois                          Reservation    Foot

Checking Payroll Fund Total              Account         Account

Beginning
     Balance     1,686.06 51,690.94 1,212,118.47 1,205,495.47 5,330.45 1,332,971.54
 
Revenues 881.30 3,593.42 4,474.72 137.38

Expenditures 40,904.29 41,205.03 82,109.32

Transfer In 85,000.00 42,309.06 127,309.06

Transfer Out 42,309.06 85,000.00 127,309.06
 

Ending
     Balance 4,354.01 52,794.97 1,130,711.89 1,187,860.87 5,330.45 1,333,108.92











Boone County Conservation District
Restricted Funds Activity

For the Month of December 2009

Balance 279,510.58

Receipts:

Upper Rock Grant 1,600.00
Camp T-shirts 15.00
Green Ball Donation 300.00
Goats 75.00
Sewell Property Rent 15,894.45

          
Total Receipts 17,909.45

Expenses To:

Cardmember services 106.98
            (heated water tank
                  For goats)

       
Total Disbursements  106.98

Cash, end of month 297,313.05



Boone County Conservation District
Engelsen Memorial Account Activity
For the Month of December 2009

Balance 3,054.58

Receipts From:

Interest .91

          
          
Total Receipts .91

Expenses To:

 
        

Cash, end of month 3,055.49



Boone County Conservation District
Schoolhouse Fund Activity

For the Month of December 2009

Balance 15,946.14

Receipts From:

Engelsen Memorial 60.00
Donation – Mitzi Kelly 1,000.00

Total Receipts 1,060.00

Expenses To:

 
        
Total Disbursements

Cash, end of month 17,006.14



Monthly Reports for January 2010
Director of Operations Mick Johnston

This is the time of year that many staff takes some of their vacation time to be with their 
families. The activities around the Gustafson Center slow down considerably. Bird seed, dog tags 
and the phone signups continued to keep things interesting. To date there have been approx. 115 
dog tags sold since late November. This has been by word of mouth. It should be an interesting 
first year. As soon as the weather breaks the rest of the fence will be constructed. We are going 
to try a May 22, 2010 grand opening at Beaver Bluffs.

Recreation Hall We have had three different cleaning and restoration companies come in to 
look and give us some quotes to clean and repair the fire damage. We have received some but 
not all of the quotes. As soon as we get them back, the staff will review the information and will 
give a report and our recommendation. It may be wiser to take down the building and build 
something new that fits our needs better.

Budget and Evaluations We are in the process of completing the work for next years budget. 
We are in the process of starting staff evaluations.

Maintenance
1. Worked on all kiosks. Moved rules to accommodate more information.
2. Worked on the lights, and ramps for the mower trailer.
3. Worked on picnic tables.
4. Equipment maintenance, Kubota oil & filter, 60” xmark seat repair, dodge crew cab tie 

rod and front end alignment, and Ford Escape service.
5. Plow and cleaned up snow.
6. Repaired gate for the yard between maintenance buildings.
7. Cleaned and organized shop.
8. Cleaned wood splitting area.
9. Took down sign, painted over name on the dog park donor sign, put back up.
10. Took bobcat in for winter checkup.
11. Picked up litter, emptied garbage and checked restrooms at all open sites.
12. Cleaned up down trees at Kinnikinnick.
13. Reworked the green bill board trailer.
14. Repaired center poles for APF tarps.
15. Put away bird seed and top soil deliveries.



Monthly Report
By: Joshua Sage

Natural Resource Management Dept.
January 2009

I. Pine Plantation thinning and removal
• The project site has been marked so the contractor stays within the project 

boundaries.
• Trees of value (oak and hickory) have been marked so they are not removed 

with the pine trees.
• Work has begun and should be completed by the end of January 2010.

II. Seed Cleaning
• This is being completed as time is available.
• Volunteers are doing the majority of this work while staff members are busy out 

in the field working on projects.

III. SSRP erosion control project at Distillery Conservation Area.
• Working closely with Director Kane on this project.
• We are working with the USFWS and they seem very willing to help us with the 

project.
• A time line for the work has not yet been set.
• A State threatened mussel (Black Sand Shell) has been found on the north branch 

of the Kishwaukee River five miles down stream of the project site. Because of 
this the IDNR will be conducting a mussel survey before any work can begin.

IV. Bid specifications on two brush clearing projects that will take place this winter at 
Piscasaw Fen and LIB Conservation Areas have been re- posted. The bid opening 
meeting is January 19th at 10 a.m. District staff will have a recommendation for the board 
at the January board meeting. 

V. WHIP Grant, Piscasaw Fen Conservation Area - Woodland and Fen/Sedge meadow restoration
• This is the project that has been put out to bid for brush removal.
• BCCD staff time is being spent removing brush at Piscasaw Fen Conservation 

Area. This work will continue until the spring thaw.

VI. USFWS LIB Conservation Area – Riparian Woodland restoration
• The second brush clearing project that was included in the posted bid.
• The project site has been marked along with obstacles and trees of value. 

VII. Habitat Restoration Program Project – Distillery Conservation Area
• Black Locust, Cottonwood, and Boxelder are being removed within the project 

area.
• The area will be seeded in the spring right after burn season.

VIII. Alternative Energy
• Fuel and the stoves are being cleaned as needed.
• Cost Benefit Analysis – Biofuel furnace at Holland.

o This is on hold until time and funding is available



IX. Goat Herd
• The goats are being taken care of as needed by staff and volunteers

X. Snow Removal
• Helping maintenance move snow as needed.

January 2010 Education Dept. Board Report
 During the month of December the education staff has taken some of their vacation time.
 The Winter Holiday Walk took place Dec. 5th. A very nice evening with about 250 people 

attending.
 On January 5th Tim taught 20 home school students about reptiles
 On January 23 and 24 Val will teach a hunter safety course, 40 people have signed up for the 

class. Tim will teach the map and compass part of the class.
 On January 23rd the Bald Eagle Workshop Trip to Starve Rock State Park will take place.
 On January 30 there is at a Fly tying workshop scheduled.
 The ice fishing workshop is scheduled for February 6th.
 We have started our Magic of Winter 1st grade programs. There are 32 groups signed up. 
 The Spring newsletter is being worked on at this time.

                 



Total Volunteer hour’s for 2009
                                               Volunteers will be in parenthesis by each job

Professional Services: Attorney Deb. Loos                               40.75 @ $175.00 Hour=$7,131.25
Board Members, Meetings, IACD.
Past & Present Board Members (6)                                                     227.0 Hours
Restoration work (4), Goats (2), River clean up (groups)                 481.75 “
News letter folding (13)                                                                      153.25 “
Gardens (2), Garden Walk (5), Heritage dinner (8)                         179.25 “
Camp (7)                                                                                             124.75 “
Leadership garage sale (31)                                                              124.0   “
Misc. (2), Office work (3), Fair (6)                                                   165.0   “
Hometown Christmas parade (4), Holiday walk (36)                     123.0   “
Green Ball (6)                                                                                    40.5    “
Autumn Pioneer Festival:
Measure beans, Chop vegetables’, shop for food (16)                      50.25 “
APF: 2 day event (81)                                                                    569.75 “
APF: Steering Committee (6)                                                          62.5   “
APF: Blacksmith Committee (4)                                                     30.0   “
                                                                                                     ---------------
                                                                                                     2,331.0 Total hours

 @ $21.91= $51,072.21

Total savings using volunteers for 2009 
$58,203.46

By: Bev. Kalas Volunteer/Event’s Coordinator

Autumn Pioneer Festival Steering Committee:
. Ongoing

Green Ball:
. Setting up a time to meet with Don at Bel-mar
. Passed out calling list to volunteers, so they can call for donations
. I started calling for donations
. Green Giant has promised a $1,000.00 donation that we received through my connection with 
the Leadership program that I took.
                                                                                                    
  



Monthly Report
January, 2010

Dan Kane, Director

Previous Issues & Activities:
Grant Updates: 
Illinois Department of Agriculture Streambank Stabilization and Restoration grant program:  The 
United States Army Corps of Engineers has place a hold on the permit of this project as the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources has requested the implementation of an aquatic mussel survey prior to 
any work being initiated.  This request poses some new challenges that affect the project.  These are both 
positive and negative.  The negative aspect relates to the need to complete the work within the allotted 
period of time of the IDOA grant award.  The positive aspects reflect the fact that this reach of the 
Kishwaukee River remains an unique aquatic resource and this is drawing stronger attention from the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USF&WS).  Josh has continued to work with USF&WS contacts 
to pursue additional funding for this project.   We continue to work with all parties involved to manage this 
project so as to meet all requirements.  The good news to all of this is that the USF&WS appears eager to 
provide even more funding.    (This issue will be on the agenda for discussion/action)
State Wildlife Grant application: I am in the process of preparing an application for the Open 
Land project.  The District has been an award recipient from this grant source in the past for 
habitat restoration work at the Distillery Road Conservation Area.  The current application is to 
seek matching funds for land acquisition.  The State Wildlife Grants Program provides federal grant funds for developing and implementing programs that benefit wildlife and their habitats, including species not hunted or fished. Priority is placed on projects that benefit species of greatest conservation concern.Grant funds must be used to address conservation needs, such as research, surveys, species and habitat management, and monitoring, identified within a State’s Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Plan/Strategy. These funds may also be used to update, revise, or modify a State’s Strategy.  
(This issue will be on the agenda for discussion/action)

Easement/License Agreement Request(s):

o There has been no new information submitted relative to the Balzar development project. 

o There has been no new activity regarding the application from Hallmark Homes.

o There has been no new activity regarding the potential project with Boone Township and 
the local manufacture in Capron.

o Mr. Bob Kleckner with K Real Estate Development or Mr. Tom Eddie with R.K. Johnson 
Associates has not been in recent contact with District staff regarding the development 
proposal he is working on.  

Update on the Spencer Pavilion:   There has been no work performed since the last board meeting

Creek Ridge Subdivision: There has been no activity on this issue since the last board meeting.
Holland Site:  The ADA compliant restroom has passed all inspections and is now available for use. 
Work to provide for an accessible entrance has not been started and will be delayed until warmer weather 
permits the work.  
Kasper Commercial Subdivision, Village of Poplar Grove:  There has been no activity on this since 
the April board meeting. 
Proposed Land Donations:
 There are no new proposals to report on. 
Alternative Energy Committee: The committee has not met since the October Board meeting.  

http://www.fws.gov/scripts/exit.cfm?link=%20http://www.wildlifeactionplans.org/&linkname=Association%20of%20Fish%20and%20Wildlife%20Agencies


Concept Plan – Kintyre Estates: This office has had no further discussions with the land 
developer or planning officials.  
Dawson’s River Road School: The Green Ball Committee met to work on details of the event. 
Everything seems to be going well and there are many people involved as volunteers and project 
supporters.  There were a number of good ideas generated at the meeting and it looks like the event will 
be a lot of fun.  I am still working on the grant application for the school house project and the funds 
raised by the Green Ball will be used as part of our match in that application.
Open Lands Project: Efforts to prepare several grant applications in coordination with staff 
from Open Lands is a priority project as several grants have short deadlines to meet relative to application 
submittals.  In addition, Open Lands provided a copy of their standard conservation easement agreement 
for us to review and provide feedback on.  Attorney Loos and I reviewed the document jointly and 
recommend that the board form a committee to formally review the document as it will be incorporated as 
a formal submittal by Open Lands in the grants they are working on.   (This issue will be on the agenda 
for discussion/action)
 
Willow Creek Corridor: There is no new activity to report on this issue.  
Intersection of Highway 173 and Highway 76: There is no new activity to report on this issue.  
Upgrade Peach Tree Financial Program: We have arranged for Brian Anderson with Lindgren, 
Callihan,Van Osdol Associates (BCCD Accountant) to coordinate the remaining issues associated with 
setting up the new Peach Tree financial program with Mr. Tures.  Trustees Wych and Winkler met with 
Mr. Tures to discuss the set-up needs of the BCCD Financial Committee and Mr. Tures has indicated that 
those items have been addressed.  Staff is now anxious to get the data transferred and the program 
running so it can be used.  (This issue will be on the agenda for discussion/action)
Newberg Village Subdivision: There is nothing new to report on this issue.
Prairie Meadows Estates: The work is slated to occur in the spring when conditions are suitable.  
Rec Hall Fire: Quotes from several contractors are being received to assess the damage resulting from 
the fire at the Rec Hall.  Director of Operations, Mick Johnston has been coordinating this effort and 
should have information to provide an update at the January board meeting.  (This issue will be on the 
agenda for discussion/action)
2010 – 2011 Budget: District staff is currently working on a draft budget for the next fiscal year.    

New Issues & Activities:

Master Gardener Award Program: Director Kane attended the January 13th award program held at 
the University of Illinois Extension Service office.  The District contributed framed certificates of 
appreciation to 31 Master Gardeners for their voluntary service toward one or more projects associated 
with the District.  The District also recognized Karen Durtschi, U of I Extension Service Coordinator of the 
Master Gardener Program for Boone County, for her contribution to these projects. 
Big Thunder Pavilion: A Memorandum-of-Understanding Agreement between the Boone 
County University of Illinois Extension Service and the BCCD was completed on January 13th 2010.  The 
Agreement outlines the responsibilities of the Master Gardeners relative to the management and 
educational programming slated to occur at the Big Thunder Pavilion recently donated by Jack and Peggy 
Wolf to the Parks and Conservation Foundation.  The BCCD is leasing that property and will have the 
responsibility of maintaining the structural elements (benches and walkways) located at the site.  The 
Master Gardeners are working on a landscape design emphasizing native plant materials and will install 
and maintain the plant materials at this site via this agreement.
BCCD Website: I am excited to inform you about the updated BCCD website.  The site has been 
completely revised and updated in a coordinated effort of BCCD staff and volunteers.  In particular I would 
like to recognize staff members Val Coduto, Cathie Johnson, and Tina Dawson for their effort to improve 
the website and provide expert volunteer Cindi Carrigan for her contribution of professional services 
(more than 85 hours of professional service donated)!  The new site is easy to use and provides access 



to a wide range of information.  The format is dynamic and provides visitors with a much more user 
friendly experience.  If you have not visited our website recently, I encourage you to do so!  The web 
address is: www.boonecountyconservationdistrict.org. 

Please feel free to call me in advance of the meeting if you have questions about anything in this 
report, the accompanying documents, or about a district related issue.  Thank you!

http://www.boonecountyconservationdistrict.org/
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